Commission opening bid for climate fund won’t
clinch the deal

Brussels, 10 September 2009 — The European Commission has taken a small step
on the road to Copenhagen by for the first time proposing concrete funding for climate
action in the developing world. But Greenpeace warns that the proposed figures are
desperately inadequate. The proposal also fails to support any viable international
financial scheme that would generate the necessary funds under a future global
climate deal.

“With this money on the table we will hopefully break the deadlock in negotiations for
a new climate deal in Copenhagen at the end of the year. But what we want to avoid
is that rich nations end up short-changing the developing world,” said Joris den
Blanken, Greenpeace EU climate and energy policy director.

Earlier drafts of the Commission proposal indicated that the EU should contribute €13-
24 billion annually to the developing world by 2020. But, after intense pressure from
EU member states, that sum has now been watered down to €2-15 billion. The
Commission proposal recommends that collectively, all industrialised countries should
contribute €22-50 billion.

“The EU is trying to get away with leaving a tip, rather than paying its share of the bill
to protect the planet’s climate,” said den Blanken.

In order to reduce emissions from deforestation and agriculture, the Commission is
recommending a meager annual contribution by industrialised countries (€7-14 billion
in 2020).

“EU officials are playing political games without realising that they can write off the
forests of Indonesia or central Africa with the stroke of a pen. The future of entire
communities is at stake,” said Sebastien Risso, Greenpeace EU forest policy director.

Greenpeace calls on industrialised countries to honour their climate pledge with at
least €110 billion annually, and for the EU to commit €35 billion (on top of existing
development assistance). Funding from industrialised countries to develop clean and
efficient energy, protect forests and adapt to climate change in developing countries
should be managed by a UN-backed financing scheme which requires every country
to pay for its emissions.

See the joint Greenpeace and Oxfam briefing on the Commission proposal and on negotiations in the
lead up to Copenhagen:
www.greenpeace.org/eu-unit/press-centre/policy-papers-briefings/paying-climate-bill-10-09-09
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Greenpeace is an independent global campaigning organisation that acts to change attitudes and
behaviour, to protect and conserve the environment and to promote peace. Greenpeace does not accept
funding from the EU, governments, corporations or political parties.
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